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late  to  go  on  board,  too  late  for  me  to  go  ashore  but  she  sought  out  Papa  and 
Mama  and  In  pantomime  we  sent  our  love  to  each  other  and  showed  our  regret 
at  being  so  near  and  yet  alas  so  far  -  then  the  gangplank  was  lowered  and 
we  were  off  -  Away  away  on  the  deep  deep  sea . 

It  was  thrilling  to  hear  the  people  on  shore  cheering  and  to  watch  the 
waving  handkerchiefs  -  on  every  wave  there  was  swept  to  love  from  Papa  and 
Mama  but  the  faces  grew  dimmer  and  dimmer  and  finally  the  focus  seemed 
smaller  and  smaller  and  then  gradually  we  left  all  and  were  actually  off. 

Then  to  the  luncheon  table  where  I  discreetly  refrained  from  food  and 
after  that  away  to  our  steamer  chairs  where  we  settled  ourselves  with  our 
steamer  letters.  Letters  big,  letters  small,  fat  and  thin  ones,  every  one  looked 
so  good  and  I  just  reveled  in  the  joy  of  handling  them.  I  never  knew  before  how 
much  a  steamer  letter  means  and  it  has  been  a  lesson  to  me  never  again  to 
neglect  sending  one  when  a  friend  is  leaving.  The  gentleman  who  is  to  conduct 
our  party  is  a  Mr.  Chipman  who  seems  kindly  disposed  to  be  agreeable  to  all  of 
us.  He  introduced  the  members  and  so  the  party  is  complete  in  its  number  - 
Miss  Everett,  Mabel,  Miss  Bogardus,  Miss  Smith,  Miss  Eades,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Focke,  Mrs.  Kimberly,  Miss  Fyffe,  Miss  Campbell,  Mr.  Hagleton  and  Miss 
Eleanor  Pritchard. 

Mr.  H-  sat  down  next  to  me  and  proceeded  to  become  acquainted,  which 
he  did  after  a  strenuous  encounter.  Then  things  began  to  be  interesting  and  the 
steamer  letters  seemed  to  cry  out  "please  open  me". 

One  in  three  volumes  from  Dudley  Griffin 

One  from  Mrs  .  Griffen 

One  from  Alice  O  -  in  eleven  installments 

One  from  Busky 

One  from  Papa 

One  from  Mama 

One  from  Bub 

One  from  Mr.  Battenberg 

One  from  Helen  Heind  (  an  interesting  booklet  in  Mrs.  Kings  verse  by  her  ) 

One  from  Aura  King 

One  from  Mrs.  John  Edwin  Wells 

One  from  Ruth  H- 

One  from  Will  Hawley 

One  from  Martha  McAlla 


